Without doubt, waterfowl of the family Anatidae have provided the greatest number and variety of bird hybrids originating from both natural and captive conditions. The recent compilation by Gray (1958) has listed approximately 400 interspecies hybrid combinations in this group, which are far more than have occurred in any other single bird family. Such a remarkable propensity for hybridization in this group provides a great many possibilities for studying the genetics of speciation and the genetics of plumage and behavior, and it also provides a valuable tool for judging species relationships. It may generally be said that the more closely two species are related the more readily these species will hybridize and the more likely they are to produce fertile offspring. In waterfowl, chromosomal imcompatibility and sterility factors are thought to be infrequent, a circumstance which would favor the large number of hybrids encountered in this group. In addition to this, however, it can probably be safely concluded that the Anatidae are extremely close-knit in an evolutionary sense, for their behavior, anatomy, and other characteristics all indicate a monophyletic origin. It was for these reasons that Delacour and Mayr (194.5)) in their revision of the group, sensibly broadened the species, generic, and subfamilial categories, and in so doing greatly clarified natural relationships.
Inasmuch as the great majority of anatid hybrids involve species of the same tribe, and because practically all natural hybrids known are of this kind, they will be dealt with first. Closely related sympatric species which will occasionally hybridize in the wild are most important from the standpoint of isolating mechanisms. The frequency of such hybridization and the fertility of the resulting progeny are of particular importance in this connection. For each tribe in which intratribal hybrids have been recorded a graph (figs. l-6) has been prepared which indicates the known combinations and also provides an indication of the relative frequency of such hybridization and the degree of hybrid fertility when it is known. Except for the Ringed Teal ("Anus" leuc0phry.s of Delacour and Mayr, 1945) , which is considered here to be congeneric with Amazonetta brasiliensis of the Cairinini (see Dersheid, 1938) , the species constitution of each tribe is that proposed by Delacour and Mayr. However, the exact sequence of species often differs somewhat to conform with what I believe more closely approximates relationships when expressed in a linear fashion. References concerning nearly all the indicated hybrid combinations can be found in Gray (1958) . Oxyurini.-Except for a highly questionable record of a hybrid between a Ruddy Duck (Oxyura jamaicensis) and a Greater Scaup (Aythya marila) mentioned by Sibley (1938)) there are no positive records of interspecific hybridization involving any species of the stiff-tailed ducks. Bond (1950) has indicated that intermediate forms between Oxyura jamaicensis and&a and 0. fewuginea occur in Colombia, but these probably should be considered subspecific intergrades rather than hybrids (Johnsgard, unpublished MS). One possible hybrid between ferruginea and Oxyura vittata has also been mentioned (Hellm_ayr, 1932), but the evidence for this cross is still inadequate.
SUMMARY OF INTERGENERIC AND INTERTRIBAL HYBRIDS
A compilation of records of intergeneric and intertribal hybrids provides a means of estimating the degree of genetic isolation existing among these higher categories. As such it helps to establish a sequence of categories that most closely reflects actual relationships. Thus by totalling the number of known intergeneric hybrid combinations (not total hybrids), a rough index is obtained to the degree of genetic difference among various genera (fig. 7) . Such a compilation clearly indicates the great latitude of hybrid potentiality present in the group (very questionable records are not included), particularly in the subfamily Anatinae. Thus, for example, the Mallard (Anus platyrhynchos) has been hybridized with both the Gray-lag Goose (Anser anser) and the Common Merganser (Merganser merganser), two species which practically encompass the greatest range of morphological variation encountered in the entire family Anatidae.
If a compilation of hybrid records is made at the tribal level (intertribal and intra-tribal combinations), as has been done in markedly set off from the Anatinae. Likewise the stiff-tail group (Oxyurini) appears to be rather isolated from the other tribes. However, the rather obvious overall conclusion to be drawn from all these facts is that broad nomenclatural categories are greatly preferable to narrow ones in the Anatidae and that they help to emphasize actual biological relationships far better than does the highly "split" taxonomic hierarchy which is still in general usage as in the fifth edition of the American Ornithologists' Union Check-list. 
